Beaver Scout Colony Meeting Plan

Theme:

The Rainforest (number one)
Time
Action
Description
Leader in charge

5.55
Coming in game
Animals of the Rainforest


Collect pictures of animals from the rainforest and place them around the room at different levels (relating to where they live in the levels of the rainforest)

Forest Floor -- Jaguar, Leaf-cutter ant, Ocelot, Peccary, Tapir, Margay

Understory -- Bat, Monkey, Opossums

Canopy -- Emerald Tree Boa, Harpy Eagle, Sloth



6.00
Opening ceremony
Notices







6.10
Chat
See attached fact sheet







6.15
Game
Rainforest Circle


The BS sit in a circle and a leader names them:

Sloth, Monkey, Jaguar, Tapir (or other animals from the rainforest)

One BS is selected to be 'on' and stands in the centre of the circle.

The leader calls out an animal name and those BS swap places. They cannot go back into the seat they have just vacated. While this is happening the BS who is 'on' tries to sit in a empty seat. Try calling a couple of animals together. Or 'rainforest' where all the BS swap places.



6.25
Senses of the Rainforest


Touch
Introduce your Beaver Scouts to the importance of rainforests in our everyday lives with a rainforest grab bag or touch game. 

Use a big brown paper shopping bag or an old pillowcase and fill it with items like:

a rubber eraser, 

a stick of chewing gum, 

a chocolate bar, 

a basket.



Tell the Beaver Scouts that only tropical products are in the bag and see how many they can guess. 

Have them research tropical forest products and make their own grab bags.



 Smell

The Beaver Scouts will enjoy smell identification games made with film canisters, rubber bands and some cloth squares, and various fragrant tropical products like cloves, lemon peel, pineapple or chocolate.



Put a little of the fragrant item into the canister and cover it with a cloth and rubber band. After the children guess what the smells are, they will probably want to see what's in the canisters so rubber bands work better than tape.



Some things to use:

Oils

Balsam of Tulu (confectionery, shampoo, soap, cough drops)
Bay (perfume)
Camphor (perfume, soap, disinfectant, detergent)
Cascarilla (confectionery, beverages)

Eucalyptus (perfume, cough drops)
Guaiac (perfume)
Palm (shampoo, detergent)

Patchouli (perfume)
Rosewood (perfume, cosmetics, flavoring)
Sandalwood (perfume)
Star Anise (perfume, confectionery, beverages, cough drops)
Ylang-ylang (perfume) 

Try these spices
Allspice, Black Pepper, Cardamon, Cayenne, Chile, Cinnamon, Cloves, Ginger, Mace, Nutmeg, Paprika, Sesame seeds, Turmeric, Vanilla 



Taste

Cut up some of the following for the Beaver Scouts to taste:

Rainforest Fruit Salad

Avocado, Banana, Breadfruit, Coconut, Grapefruit, Guava, Lemon, Lime, Mango, Mango, Orange, Papaya, Passion fruit, Pineapple, Plantain, Tangerine
 

Other Foods
Brazil nuts, Cascarilla oil (vermouth), Cashews, Chayote, Chocolate, Coconut oil, Cola, Cucumbers, Heart of Palm, Macadamia nuts, Manioc, Okra, Peanuts, Peppers, Sugar Cane, Sweet Potatoes, Tapioca






6.45
Game
True and False


After talking to the Beaver Scouts about the Rainforest play a true and false game.

Label one wall 'true' and the other 'false'

Ask the Beaver Scouts some questions and they have to run to the correct wall. If they go to the wrong wall they are 'out'.

Some questions to try:

1.
Since no area of the rainforest is exactly like another, what will happen when even a small area of forest is destroyed?

a) The unique species of plants and animals in that area will be lost (TRUE)

b) The forest will grow back exactly the way it was (FALSE)



2.
What do you think would be the best way to protect the rainforests?

a) Make a law that one out of every ten acres cannot be cut (FALSE)

b) Set aside large areas of rainforest that cannot be cut (TRUE)
a) 
3. When an animal or plant is highly adapted, where can it live?
b) In any part of the rainforest, but not outside the forest (FALSE)
c) 
d) Only in a specific niche in the rainforest, a place where it is especially adapted to be (TRUE)


4.
If the rainforest is destroyed, what happens to the animals and plants that are specially adapted to live there?

a) They won't be able to find exactly the right conditions they need in order to live, so they will become extinct (TRUE)

b) They will move to another environment (FALSE)
5.
What happens when new trees are planted where a rainforest has been cut down?

a) The efficient nutrient cycle is quickly rebuilt (FLASE)

b) The new trees can't get enough nutrients from the worn-out soil (TRUE)






6.50
Game
In the Rainforest


Beavers stand in the rainforest. 

At command "in the canopy" the BS must jump in, "on the forest floor" jump out. 

Try to catch them out "on the canopy" "in the forest floor".

6.55
Closing ceremony


Notices

Prayer







7.00
Go home



Chat

What YOU Can Do to Save the Rainforest?

1. Support companies that reduce rainforest destruction:

2. Choose products that conserve energy:

3. Look for products with minimal packaging:

4. Buy products that are made locally:

5. Use the right paper:

The Forest People
For thousands of years, indigenous people have lived in many of the rainforests of the world. They live simple lives, much as their ancestors did, in harmony with the forests. Forest people find everything they need in the rainforest -- clean water, fruit and meat and fish, materials for clothing and shelter, and plants for medicine. 

The forest people know more about the rainforest than our finest ecologists do. They have learned how to hunt, gather, and farm in the forest without harming it. The forest people know exactly which plants and animals can be eaten and where they can be found. They know which plants will dull pain, heal wounds, and cure fever. 

Many of the products that are important in our economy -- such as chocolate, citrus fruits, and rubber -- were discovered by studying the way forest people use rainforest plants. Almost half of the prescribed drugs that are used in our country come from rainforest plants. Children with leukaemia are treated with a drug derived from a dainty rainforest flower, the Rosy Periwinkle, which grows in Madagascar. Other rainforest plants have provided the basis for medicines used to treat malaria and heart disease. No wonder American scientists are eager to learn more from forest people, who know the properties of rainforest plants so well. 

Tragically, as the rainforests are destroyed, the forest people not only lose their homes but also their entire way of life. Their ancient knowledge of the rainforest and their unique culture is lost when they are forced to live in reserves or city slums. Many forest peoples are facing extinction, as miners, loggers, farmers, and governments take over their lands. Thousands of indigenous people have died of diseases, such as measles and influenza, which they had never encountered before. Others have been arrested, even murdered, for trying to protect their land. In Brazil alone, 90 indigenous tribes have been driven to extinction during this century. 

The forest people are simple and innocent. Seeing them deprived of their homes, their freedom, and their cultural identity stirs our compassion and our sense of responsibility to our fellow human beings. Working to save the rainforests goes hand in hand with protecting the lives and lands of the forest people.

Did You Know

Why Can't the Rainforest Grow Back?

Each Patch of Rainforest is Unique

A small patch of rainforest has a wide variety of plants and animals, but only a few of each kind. For example, there may be hundreds of different kinds of trees, but only a few of the same species. Each species of tree has many different animals and plants associated with it. When one huge tree is cut, a unique group of interacting animals and plants goes with it. 

Rainforest Animals and Plants Have Adapted to the Rainforest in Special Ways

Over millions of years, rainforest plants and animals have adapted to their environment in interesting ways. Very gradually, they have changed in order to survive. They have developed ways of finding food, of attacking and defending themselves, and of reproducing. 

a) These are some of the ways rainforest plants and animals have become adapted to the forest: 

b) Some trees have slippery bark or bark that is always peeling off, so that vines can't climb the trees to cover them. 

c) Some plants develop chemical poisons to kill the insects that feed on them. 

d) Certain caterpillars feed only on algae growing in the fur of sloths. 

e) Sloths are so adapted to living in the canopy of the rainforest that female sloths even give birth high in the branches. 
One of the oddest forms of adaptation is mimicry. Over millions of years, one living thing grows to look like another (or a natural object). The mimic gains some advantage, such as protection, through the resemblance. 

a) Some rainforest mimics are: 

b) A large spider that looks exactly like a bullet ant. (A bullet ant has such a ferocious bite that most predators leave it alone.) 

c) A praying mantis that looks like the pink petal of an orchid. (The mantis can hide in the flower and then pounce on its prey.) 

d) A caterpillar that looks like a bird dropping (Birds aren't likely to eat this caterpillar.) 

e) A caterpillar that looks like a green parrot snake. 

There are Tight Partnerships in the Rainforest

In the rainforest, some animals and plants live together in a special way. Two different species may be associated throughout their lives. One or both is benefited and neither is harmed. This special partnership is called symbiosis. Symbiosis literally means "living together." 

For example, there are endless varieties of symbiosis between plants that need to be pollinated and animals that pollinate them. A particular plant may depend on a single species to pollinate it. Without that species, the plant can't reproduce. There are more than 900 species of fig trees in the rainforests of the world, and each of them is pollinated by a different species of fig wasp. 

The Rainforest is like a "Castle Built on Sand"
You might expect the rainforest to have a deep, rich soil in order to support the always-growing forest. But actually, the ancient soil is shallow and poor. The rainforest has adapted to its poor soil by developing an efficient recycling system. The forest has a shallow, dense mat of roots that quickly absorbs nutrients from decaying organic matter. Very few nutrients are allowed to wash away or even to seep into the soil. When the rainforest is cut down, slashing rains quickly erode the thin layer of topsoil. The nutrients are washed away. Without the forest, the land becomes useless in about five years.
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