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The Duke of Edinburgh Award

So you’ve registered or interested in doing this Award! Are you wondering what exactly you have to do? You must take care to select activities that are appropriate for each section of the Award. It would be a great shame to get it wrong at this early stage. For example, dance and archery are listed as Physical Recreation activities and not Skill activities even though a great deal of skill is probably involved. Before you plough ahead, take some time to read your Record Book and accompanying Activities Log. Also, the official web site is very good for ideas and guidance. Go to www.theaward.org  on the homepage select Award Participants, next select Award Sections highlighted blue. 
So what do you have to do for the Bronze Award? 
The Service Section is usually taken care of through your membership in scouting. Register for the Young Leader’s Scheme and complete the relevant training modules.
The Skills Section provides opportunities to develop social skills, time management skills as well as practical skill. There is a long list of approved skills to choose from including: amateur radio, cycle maintenance, film making, photography etc…etc…
The Physical Recreation Section also has a wide choice. It may be something you already do that you can aim to improve in, or try something new. Approved activities range from archery to yoga, so there’s bound to be something for you.
The Expedition Section should be arranged between yourself and the Explorer Leaders. Make sure you have some input into the planning…show some enthusiasm!
You should be prepared to devote 3-6 months on an activity as the Operating Authority (Scouting) will want to see evidence of commitment and improvement in what you choose to do. This is no weekend badge work! Your chosen activity for Skills and Phys.Ed. should have an assessor/instructor to guide you. For example, if you choose dance for Phys.Ed. your dance teacher can be your assessor. Or if you do music-playing an instrument for skill then speak to your music teacher. The person you choose must be acceptable to the Operating Authority, so check with your ESL. There should be an Initial Meeting to discuss your aim/targets and this will be the start date for your Record Book. Have regular chats to monitor and reflect on progress. Keep a record of what you do. After the agreed time has passed there will be a Final Review and your Record Book should be signed by your assessor then passed to the Operating Authority when all sections are completed and signed. 
It really isn’t difficult. It just takes some commitment from you and at the end you receive an Award that is recognised by employers and colleges showing you are a team-player with the determination to succeed. The Award is also fun as some of your achievements will be with friends old and new. So get thinking…get planning…and get going!
Good Luck and Have Fun!
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